
and less costly for students of slender
means, who arc forced to get a part of their
education more cheaply than is possible in
a large city."—Old and New.
ReportsofMedicalSocieties

THE BOSTON SOCIETY OF MEDICAL SCIENCES.
J. ORNE GREEN, M.D., SECRETARY.

May 2d, 1871, tho Society met at the
house of Dr. Jeffries, Dr. Hayden in the
chair.

Dr. Blake exhibited a specimen of vege-
table parasite from the external auditory
moatus, apparently a bastard Pénicillium on
a primary growth of Asporgillus nigricans,
taken from a case in which the latter growth
had persisted for about three months, at
the end of which time a white growth ap-
peared at the outer portion of the moatus,
continuous with the growth of aspergillus
further in. The microscope revealed a

thick network of mycelium, resembling that
of Pénicillium glaucuni Leukhardtii, inter-
spersed with oval brown cells having a

double outline Planted on lemon-peel, a

largo cross of tho Leptothrix form of Péni-
cillium was the result. Tho fact that the
patient had been in the habit of moistening
the outer end of the meatus and encourag-
ing a condition favorable to the growth of
Pénicillium increases the probability that
the specimen exhibited was a bastard Péni-
cillium, while tho assertion of Prof. Wre-
den that in none of the cases observed by
him did he find Aspergillus and Pénicillium
together makes the case of greater interest.

In reply to Dr. Ellis, Dr. Blake said that
these growths of Aspergillus were not gene-
rally found in otorrhcea, but rather in ecze-
matous conditions of the moatus, or where
there was some abrasion of the cutis.

Dr. White inquired as to the value of the
hyposulphites in such cases, and said that
in parasitic growths on the skin he had
found them of no value whatever.

Dr. Blake thought that the continued re-
moval of the growth by syringing was all
that was necessary to get rid of it.

Dr. Groen said that in the cases observed
by him lie had used the hyposulphites, and
had examined the masses removed after
their use, but had been unable to detect
any changes either in the spores, sporangia,
or mycélium, and, in these cases at least,
he could say that the shrivelling of the dif-
ferent parts of the growth, as described by

Wreden, was not present. The removal of
the growth by syringing, continued for a
considerable time, seemed all that was ne-
cessary for its complete destruction, and
this had been confirmed by several other
American observers.

Dr. Nichols stated that the Aspergillus
finds a very favorable soil in birds, the
parasite being found in large quantities in
the nostrils, intestines, &c.

Dr. White said that in insects vegetable
parasites were also frequently seen.

Dr. Jeffries then gave a sketch of the
present known histology of the percipient
elements of the retina in man and in ani-
mals. He explained at length the discove-
ry of Schultze of the plate structure of the
outer membrane of rods and cones in the
vertebrates, and of the " optic rod" in the
invertebrates, and dwelt especially on this
point. His remarks were illustrated by a

largo number of diagrams and drawingsdone by himself.
Dr. Wadsworth said that Landock denied

Schultzo's investigations, considering that
the plates broke up into cubes, and that
the so-called nerve fibres were fibres of
connective tissue.

Dr. Jeffries said that in working up his
subject he had been impressed with
Schultzo's honesty of investigation, and
was inclined to take his results, although
Schultze himself said that theso investiga-tions of his might lead to further research
which would upset his discoveries.

Dr. Fitz showed several specimens to il-
lustrate some points of tuberculosis. The
case was one of acute miliary tuberculosis,
in which there was also chronic tuberculo-
sis of tho epididymis and vcsiculœ semi-
nales. Tho main interest in the specimen
was due to tho presence of the miliary tu-
bercles in the mucous membrane of the
genital tract. These were found in tho pe-
riphery of the masses in the ducts, which
masses had, as a rule, undergone cheesy
degeneration. On removing the cheesy
contents of the enlarged ducts; in some in-
stances minute cheesy tubercles which had
not softened were found, this result favor-
ing the idea that the bulk of cheesy mate-
rial in these cases is rather to be deduced
from catarrhal products than from softened
tubercle.

June 8th, 1871, the Society met at Dr.
Amory's, Longwood, at S.\, Dr. llaydcn in
the chair.

Dr. Warren read a paper on certain classes
of new growths which exhibit the peculiari-
ties of adenoma and carcinoma combined,
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to such an extent as to make it frequently
difficult to decide to which class they be-
long. The paper was illustrated by draw-
ings of microscopic sections, and will be
published in full.

In reply to Dr. Homans, Dr. AVarren said
that all the growths which he had ever seen
in the neighborhood of the parotid wero
either cartilaginous or mixed cartilaginous,
that ho had never seen any glandular
growth in this neighborhood.

In reply to Dr. Fitz, he said that the tu-
mor which he had described was external
to the parotid gland, and was too superfi-
cial to have come from the so-called inter-
carotid gland.Dr. Fitz said that in connection with the
nasal tumor described in Dr. Warren's pa-
per, he had himself seen a tumor of tho
stomach, the general appearance of which
was that of a papular growth, but side by
side with the papular growth from the mu-
cous glands wore sarcomatous tumors in
the muscular coat, and a few such were in
tlie mucous coat. The specimen was inte-
resting as showing a malignant growth to-
gether with a benign growth.

In reply to Dr. Fitz, Dr. Warren said
that no other than a cancerous tumor of the
nasal cavity breaks through without dis-
tending the bone.

Dr. Homans mentioned a case of nasal
polypus, the operation for the removal of
which proved fatal ; in this case there was
no special deformity, except a protrusion of
the eye, which he thought was duo to some
affection of tlie circulation ; there was no

absorption of the bone. The microscopic
characteristics were those of fibrous or

libro-plastic growths ; it had recurred three
times after removal.

Dr. Warren thought that this case, with
which ho was familiar, belonged to what
Langenbeck called the naso-pharyngcal tu-
mor from the pharyngo-inaxiliary fossa ;
from here growing through the spheno-
niaxillary foramen into the nasal cavity.
They occur chiefly in young males below
30 years of ago ; are true polypi with seve-
ral prolongations ; are very apt to recur,
and resemble the spindle-celled sarcoma.

Dr. Amory showed an instrument, which
had been made according to his directions,
lor representing and recording by means of
traces the movements of the chest and the
pulsations of the heart, as is done in the
spbyginograpbic traces. The instrument
consisted of three parts—a Hawksley'schronograph, made by Alvin Clarke & Sons,
and much cheaper than the English ones,for receiving tracings ; a Barrett's "levier

et ampoule terminale," containing the re-
cording pon; and astetho-cardiagi'iiph, which
was applied to tho walls of the chest. The
movements of tho chest were communicat-
ed by means of a column of air and an air-
chamber, with elastic diaphragm, to the re-
cording pen, which rested on a cylinder of
paper revolving- regularly by clock-work.
The application and working of the instru-
ment were demonstrated on a subject, and
both the movements of the chest and tho
pulsations of the heart were recorded as

perfectly as the movements of the radial
artery arc by the spliygmogruph.Dr. Wyman spoke of some observations
he had made on the immunity of animals of
certain colors from the action of poison.
In Florida, on tho Upper St. John River, he
found that all the hogs were black, the rea-
son being that a species of flag on which
hogs feed in that country caused in white
ones a disease in the hoof, from which this
appendage drops off and the animal be-
comes useless. Jn the black ones, however,
this docs not occur. Breeders arc obliged
in fulfilling their orders always to supply
black hogs. Prof. Ogle, he said, bad made
the observation that animals with a sense
of smell strongly developed had much pig-
ment in the Schneiderian membrane, and
from this fact ho argued that in the black
hogs the sense of smell was very acute,
and that thus they were enabled to avoid
the poison. Dr. Wyman said that there
were other facts which went to show that
pigment was associated with great activity ;
iu the case in question, however, Prof.
Ogle's explanation was not satisfactory, as
black hogs were known to eat freely of the
poison. In some regions where only black
hogs were kept, the root had been extermi-
nated and, moreover, the root being red, it
stains the secretions of the body of the same
color, and the urine of black hogs had been
frequently observed to bo so dyed, showing
that they eat of it freely.

In reply to Dr. White, Dr. Wyman said
that no other appendages than the hoof's
were affected by the poison, and that these
gradually loosened and fell off without any
ulcerativo process, and were not re-devel-
oped. In hogs of mixed color, if any con-
siderable portion of the body is white, they
are poisoned.

In reply to Dr. Amory, Dr. Wyman said
that hogs of the same breed, and he thought
that those of the very same litter, showed
this immunity and susceptibility according
to their color. Dr. Wyman, in reply to Dr.
Fitz, said that he knew of no facts to show
that longevity is in any way influenced by
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color. Ho stated that in Pennsylvania it
was a well-established fact that the so-called
Jamestown weed produced an eruption
around the nostrils of white horses.

Medical and Surgical Journal.
Boston: Thursday, August 17, 1871

CUNDURANGO.

In a recent number of the Journal, we
chronicled tho appearance on the medical
stage of a supposed new remedy, with the
suggestion expressed by Dr. Bliss that he
had discovered a means of curing several
diseases hitherto considered the opprobria
of the profession. At that timo we ex-

pressed, in a conservativo way, our fear
that the diseases which had apparently
yielded to cundurango had been mistaken,
and the effect of the drug over-estimated.
Still later, we copied the analysis given of
cundurango by Dr. Antisell, of Washing-
ton, which made it apparent that the drug
owed its efficacy, if it has any, to a resin
which makes 2'7 parts in 80 of the vege-
table matter, and again expressed our scep-
ticism in reference to its active value. Once
more, in order that the profession might have
all the light we were able to gather on the
subject, we copied from the New York
Medical Record Dr. Bliss's incomplete re-

port of cases treated by cundurango.
To say that the article, fathered in a man-

ner so unprecedented by the Department
of State, will do good, will euro cancer,
syphilis and other human ills, would be
reaching a conclusion for which we have no

premises. A thousand scientific and care-
ful physicians stand ready to test tho reme-
dy so soon as it is placed in their hands.
The conclusion from tho evidence thus far
received certainly adds to our scepticism
regarding its virtues.

The National Medical Journal, havingfirst announced the reception of cunduran-
go 'in Washington, continues its history in
the August number. By this it appears
that the Editors have been unsuccessful in
obtaining for publication two reports on
the subject, now on file in the archives of

the Department of State. Notwithstand-
ing their failure, they have learned, through
unofficial sources, that both reports aro un-
favorable ; in both instances the patients
(two) have died.

We cannot help regretting that Dr. Bliss
has taken the means he has of trumpeting
the virtues of the drug throughout the land,
by circular and the public press, without
making those careful experiments which
the case demands. Whatever may be the
virtues of cundurango, ho has placed in the
hands of the veriest charlatans a tool which
they are already using to their own aggran-
dizement and to the detriment of legitimate
medicine and the public welfare. The fol-
lowing extract from the National Medical
Journal gives the result of one of Dr. Bliss's
cases; three others of the six cases on
whom the remedy has been tried have died ;
the others have thus far survived tho reme-

dy, and Dr. B. believes they arc improving.
"The third caso (second in order of se-

quence) was that of Mrs Handy, residing
on M street, in this city (Washington).
'This,' ho says, 'was a highly typical and
fearfully advanced case of cancer uteri.'
Treatment began May 31st. The Dr. says,
' a regular record has been kept from day
to day, describing the least change of
symptoms,' and adds, ' even in this extreme
case, the beneficial effects of this wonder-
ful remedial agent have been most appa-
rent.' In connection with this case, we lay
before our readers the following letter:—

"Washington, July 22, 1871.
" Dk. J. IT. Thompson—Dear Sir: In com-

pliance with the request of the committee
of which you arc chairman, I submit the
following report of a caso of cancer of the
uterus, which passed from my charge to
that of Dr. D. YV. Bliss, by whom it was
treated with cundurango:— 

"On the 30th of April last, I was called
to Mrs. 11., who, 1 was informed, was suf-
fering from cancer. Examination with the
speculum showed an ulcerated cancer of
the cervix uteri, from which an offensive
and somewhat sanguineous discharge pro-
ceeded. The most troublesome symptom
complained of, however, was constant painin the lumbar region, fearfully aggravated
by tho movements of the bowels. The pa-
tient was able to walk about her room, but
was never entirely free from pain, exceptwhen under the influence of opium.!" The correctness of the diagnosis in this
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